Spectrum and age-related incidence of spontaneous tumours in a colony of Han:AURA hamsters.
One-hundred-and-forty-four male and 184 female untreated Syrian golden hamsters (strain Han:AURA) were kept for life under standard laboratory conditions. They were examined with regard to spontaneously occurring tumours in relation to their survival periods. The mean survival rate of the males was 106 +/- 26 weeks and that of the females 97 +/- 20 weeks. Tumours were found in 71% of males and 67% of females. Adenomas and carcinomas of the adrenal glands were the most frequently observed tumours in both sexes (male: 66%; female: 38%) and in the early stages of life. Malignant lymphoma (8%), adenomas and carcinomas of pancreatic islet-cells (8%) and papillomatous benign and malignant squamous cell tumours of the forestomach (7%) showed relatively high incidences in males, whilst in females, leiomyoma (10%) and endometrial adenocarcinoma (7%) of the uterus and adenomas and carcinomas in the pars distalis of the pituitary gland (9%) occurred frequently.